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Charles S. Maier, born Feb, 23, 1939 in New York City, received his A.B. degree 

summa cum laude from Harvard University in June 1960, studied on a Henry Fellowship 

at St. Antony’s College, Oxford, and completed his Ph.D. in history at Harvard in 

December 1966.  He taught history and social studies at Harvard until 1975, then became 

visiting professor of history at the University of Bielefeld in spring l976, associate 

professor and professor of history at Duke University, 1976-81; and since l981 he has 

been in turn professor of history,  Krupp Foundation Professor of European Studies, and 

Leverett Saltonstall Professor of History at Harvard University.  He served as chair of the 

Committee on Degrees in Social Studies from 1993 to 1997 and as Director of the Minda 

de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, 1994-2001.  

 

Outside the university he served as member 1999-2004 and chair (2000-2003) of 

the Selection Committee for the Berlin Prize Fellowships, American Academy in Berlin; 

as a member of the German American Academic Council (DAAK/GAAC), 1998-2000; 

as chair of the U.S. Committee for the Berlin Program for Advanced German and 

European Studies of the Social Science Research Council, 1992-1997; and as member 

(1977-85) and chair (1978-81) of  the Joint Committee on Western Europe of the Social 

Science Research Council and the American Council of Learned Societies.  

         

Maier has held an Alexander von Humboldt Research Prize, 2002-03, a John 

Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship, 1984-85, and a National Endowment of the 

Humanities fellowship in 1977-78.  He was was elected to the American Academy of 

Arts and Sciences in 1991, and awarded the Commander’s Cross of the German Federal 

Republic (Grosse Bundesverdienstkreuz) in 1999.  He is a member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations. 

 

His books include Among Empires:  American Ascendancy and its Predecessors  

(Harvard University Press, 2006);  Dissolution: The Crisis of Communism and the End of 

East Germany (Princeton University Press; 1997) translated into German and Italian;  

The Unmasterable Past: History, Holocaust, and German National Identity (Harvard 

University Press, 1988, and 1997), and translated into German; In Search of Stability: 

Explorations in Historical Political Economy (Cambridge University Press, 1987); and 

Recasting Bourgeois Europe: Stabilization in France, Germany, and Italy in the Decade 

after World War I (Princeton University Press, 1975, and 1988) and translated into Italian 

and Spanish.  Among other volumes, he has edited The Cold War in Europe: Era of a 

Divided Continent (Marcus Wiener, 1991 and 1996); The Marshall Plan and Germany 

(Oxford: Berg Press Limited, 1991 and German version in 1992; Changing Boundaries of 

the Political: Essays on the Evolving Balance between State and Society, Public and 

Private in Europe (Cambridge University Press, 1987); and he is the author of numerous 

articles and chapters.  

 

He is married to Pauline Rubbelke Maier, professor of history at MIT and they 

have three grown children:  Andrea (b. 2/11/65), Nicholas (b. 5/30/68), Jessica (b. 

9/4/74). 
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